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A Message from ESWA's President
Dear Writers,
 
Just a few short weeks ago, over two hundred writers
gathered at Chesapeake College for the sold-out Bay to
Ocean Writers Conference. They came to network, meet
new friends and learn how to improve their writing craft.

 While I was there, I spoke to a couple who had driven over three hours to
attend their forth consecutive BTO conference. One of them said that they
attend a few writers conferences every year and their goal is to learn at least
one new thing that they can put into practice right away. So I had to ask…
“Have you found that one new thing yet?” The woman responded, “Yes. I
learned that I need to focus less on making my writing perfect and more on
making my writing honest.” 
 
I didn’t get to go to any of the BTO sessions this year due to my responsibilities
as a presenter and an ESWA officer. But I learned one new thing at the BTO,
and I learned it from that couple. That honesty statement haunted me on my
two-hour ride home. It got me thinking about how “true” my own writing is (or
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two-hour ride home. It got me thinking about how “true” my own writing is (or
isn’t), and over the following week I was rewriting several chapters with that in
mind. Without that brief encounter, I wouldn’t have shifted my focus and shaken
a personal boredom I was having with my own writing. It set me in motion again
and agitated me out of a stall.  
 
Sometimes, connecting with one writer in a casual conversation can inspire
change that moves our writing forward. One moment - one idea offered from
one writer to another, can make a difference. And helping you make
connections with other writers is ESWA’s mission, so we feel especially grateful
to have this hard-working group of volunteers put on the annual BTO. Their
contribution magnifies our mission. 
 
On behalf of the ESWA Board, I congratulate the BTO Committee under the
leadership of Judy Reveal and Rick Barton, for again pulling off one of the most
well rounded annual writing events on the peninsula.  And thank you to all who
attended, shared ideas and offered support to one another. Until the next
writer’s conference, we hope to see some of you at some of our writers meet-
ups and workshops.  
 
Kindest regards,
 
mb
 

https://easternshorewriters.wordpress.com/
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2016 Conference Called Great Success!
  

                                 

More than 200 writers from across the region attended the 19th Bay to Ocean
Writers Conference held at Chesapeake College in March. Plans are already in
the works for next year's event! For a full report and plenty of photos from BTO,
please click here to visit the ESWA website. 

  

Attending the conference were ESWA board members (left to right) Susan
Jones, Jo Ebling. Mindie Burgoyne, Charlene Marcum. Judy Reveal, Mala Burt,
Bonnie Feldstein, Rick Barton, David Healey. Missing is Denise Clemons. 
  
  
  

https://easternshorewriters.wordpress.com/bay-to-ocean-writers-conference/
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Charlene Marcum and Bonnie Feldstein were on hand to greet BTO attendees. 
  
  
 

ESWA April Meeting to Feature Judith Reveal
  
On April 23, 2016 the Eastern Shore Writers Association will host a meeting at
the Easton Branch of the Talbot County Free Library from 10 – 12. The meeting
is free and open to the public. The library is located at 100 W Dover Street,
Easton, MD. 
  

Judith Reveal will talk about the importance of editing and what
an author should look for and expect from an editor. Editing is a
stage that is often put away, especially by new authors who do not
recognize the importance of this vital step. 
  

Over the past 10 years Reveal has edited over 100 manuscripts. Her clients
include authors of fiction, business nonfiction, memoir, autoethnography
dissertations, and more.  The author of several novels, her talents also include
freelance editing, book indexing, and book reviews for the New York Journal of
Books (www.nyjournalofbooks.com). 
  
Reveal recently published a book on creative writing titled The Four Elements
of Fiction: Character, Setting, Situation, and Theme. The book is designed to
kick-start an author on the road to understanding the techniques every author

http://www.nyjournalofbooks.com/
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kick-start an author on the road to understanding the techniques every author
should have in his or her tool kit. 
  
More information about Reveal as a wordsmith can be found on her
website, www.justcreativewriting.com.  
  
 

Member News
  

ESWA member Hal Wilson's new release is A Taste of
Salt. Reconciliation with the past is at the heart of the
novel: reconciliation that comes slowly and with difficulty
for my characters. And even then accommodation comes
only fleetingly. The irony of the story is that the only
character free of this struggle is an octoroon slave. She’s
the only one, as Shakespeare’s sonnet says, who is lord
and owner of her face. In two parallel narratives time is
carried forward in a small chest faced with an archetypal
circular design and the date 1810. Its dark contents

resonate across the years from the Georgia frontier to a strange diner in small
town Maine in 1967. In the chest are ordinary articles that testify to
unspeakable events from the past: events that refuse to resign their hold on the
present. 
  
The book also features an excellent introduction by Melissa Reddish that
outlines the mythological elements in the novel. She shows how these
elements serve to tie the two parallel stories together. Melissa is a professor of
English and director of the Honors Program at Wor-Wic Community College in
Salisbury, MD. Her latest book is My Father is an Angry Storm Cloud. 
  
  

First Time is a collection of ten short
stories by Frank E Hopkins. While each
story has separate characters they are
linked by the theme that each story
exposes the main character to the first

http://www.justcreativewriting.com/
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time they experience an event
participated in by all. The stories include
anticipation of the happiness they expect;
the dismay and wonder they feel during

the event; and the surprising ending. First Time is available in ebook and
paperback format on Amazon.com and in local Delmarva bookstores. 
  
  

ESWA member Paul Briggs has written a new
suspense novel, Locksmith’s Closet. Available on
Amazon.com. Briggs said he created his own book
trailer, which can be seen by clicking here.  "I did it all
myself," he said.  "The stills came from PowerPoint.
The images of vegetation are brushes from GIMP. I
put together the music from tracks and sound effects
that came with GarageBand, and I put it all together
in iMovie. And I can't forget to give credit to the voice
actors. There are times when it really pays to be a
member of the local acting community." 

  
In Karen Whiting’s new Children’s Christian book, the
characters on the cover say it all. Karen Whiting
(www.karenwhiting.com) is an international speaker,
former television host, and award-winning author of
twenty books for children, women, and families. She
has a heart to help families thrive and build strong
bonds. She has written more than six hundred articles
for more than sixty publications and loves to let
creativity splash over the pages of what she writes.
Currently, Karen writes for Leading Hearts, The Kid’s
Ark, and Molly Green Magazines. Best sellers include

God’s Girls and The One Year My Princess Devotions. 

Karen lived in many states, almost always near the water. She is a widow, the
mother of five, including two rocket scientists (yes, for real) and a grandmother. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/paul.briggs.1048/videos/805894949542859/
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She likes adventure and has ridden a camel in the Canary Islands, white water
rafted in Australia, ridden horseback in the ocean in Jamaica, and enjoyed
scuba diving off the coast of Bermuda. She’s spoken in such far- away places
as Russia and Malaysia.

Welcome New Members!
Please welcome our new ESWA members. Their full contact information will
appear in the next revision of the ESWA Member Directory to be sent in pdf
format to all ESWA members. 
  
Jonathan Duval  
Queenstown, MD      
Novels, Short Fiction  
  
Lisa Ludwig           
Salisbury, MD      
Nonfiction Articles    
  
Mary McCarthy        
Centreville, MD      
Novels, Social Media  
  
Laura A.  Lord    
Denton, MD      
Poetry, Editing        
  
Kathryn O’Sullivan       
Reston, VA      
Novels, Plays, Screenplays    
  
Paul Awad  
Reston, VA      
Science Fiction, Screenplays  
  
Jean E. Laughery         
Easton, MD      
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Inspirational Poetry/Writings  
  
Karl Braungart        
Rehoboth Beach, DE       
Novels, Specific Genre         
  
Robert L. (Bob) Rager   
Centreville, MD      
Songwriting, Technical/Industrial Writing     
  
Alice A. Loxley 
Chesapeake City, MD      
Novels, Poetry 
  
Kathy Paras    
Landenberg, PA       
Novels 
  
James Ted Paras 
Landenberg, PA       
Technical, Nonfiction e-book 
  
Elizabeth Zerai    
Easton, MD      
Essays, editing 
 

Workshop has been postponed

Please note that the workshop "Crafting a Meal for Your Invented World" slated
for April 16 has been postponed. The new date will be announced to members. 
 

Chesapeake City Author Joins Board



http://www.davidhealeyauthor.com/

